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(57) Abstract 

In a mailing system for franking a postage indicium serving as a proof of postage, postal data including the postage needs to be 
communicated through such an indicium. Illustratively, the postal data is categorized into (a) invariable postal data, e.g., a device ID 
identifying the mailing system, which is unaffected by a franking transaction, and (b) variable postal data, e.g., the postage, which may 
change from one franking transaction to another. To avoid latency of the franking operation, the invariable postal data is preset for initial 
printing of the postage indicium, and the variable postal data is determined and set for printing in real time. In printing the postage indicium, 
the invariable postal data and the variable postal data are presented in that order in one or more symbols. 
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